THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
character and all historical events are a compound
of race, environment and the immediate momentary
situation.
Now, it is not to be supposed that either of these
authors could have been of the naive opinion that causa-
tion ceases with those phenomena which they believed
to be basic, and that economics, race, environment or
the present situation are self-created and inexplicable.
They thought, perhaps, that any further investigation
would lead them too far, that they would have to deal
with elements which cannot be explained historically.
Race, for instance, one might say, is a-fact which no
longer belongs to the sphere of history but to that of
natural science. Just as nobody thinks of tracing back
historical events to the anatomy and physiology of the
acting persons, or to the chemical and physical conditions
of their environment, just as little, these authors might
say, does it seem necessary to investigate the elements
constituting those primary phenomena. We do not
think that this argument, which we perhaps wrongly
attribute to them, will hold water. It seems much more
probable that, enraptured with their discoveries, they
did not even for a moment entertain the thought that the
causes which produced the " basic " facts ought to be
investigated, and if the problem ever presented itself to
them, they turned from it and refused to delve into the
matter.
Gobineau's theory has, especially in our time, owing
to the conclusions which his adherents drew from it, and
their political consequences, gained an importance that
is out of proportion to its scientific merit. Much greater,
however, is undoubtedly the influence which the " eco-
nomic " theory has had on the political and scientific